
National Mediation Conference Ltd 

Earlier this year the Board of the National Mediation Conference Ltd announced that 

the 2021 conference would be held at the Desert Knowledge Precinct in Alice 

Springs, Northern Territory, from 1-4 September next year, and we have been 

delighted to receive the support of the NT government and many local associations 

for the organisation and convening of the conference.  

The NMC Board would like to confirm that with nearly 18 months to go, our planning 

activities continue, with no changes, as yet. 

The many and complex developments around the novel coronavirus pandemic have 

restricted most aspects of everyone’s lives, including travel, business, and social 

activities in all States/Territories, including the NT.  This has necessarily delayed 

some aspects of our planning, including the appointment of a Professional 

Conference Organiser, and of the Conference Design Committee.   

The Board of NMC Ltd is considering all possibilities for NMC2021, including worst-

case scenarios in which travel restrictions remain in place well into the next 12-18 

months.  Although we are planning for the face-to-face conference to go ahead in 

September next year, we are also aware that a virtual conference may be the most 

viable alternative. As our options become clearer, we will ensure you are kept 

informed.  We are keen to convene a conference that will best serve the needs of 

our community, given the circumstances we are under. 

In the meantime, we would like to maintain momentum for the 2021 conference and 

are working with our partner organisations to convene at least one on-line mini-

conference this year.    This will be the first time that the NMC Ltd has convened 

events other than the biannual plenary event, despite this being envisaged in the 

NMC Constitution.  We will keep you up-to-date with details about the online mini-

conference as the Board and our partner develop them.,   

We welcome contact with all our mediator and dispute resolution colleagues during 

this demanding time you are welcome to send comments or enquiries to the NMC 

secretariat, through Linx Macpherson at linx@tingariarts.com 

We hope you all are staying safe, though distant, during these difficult times. 

 

Laurence Boulle 

Board Chair 
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